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Statement of Principles
October 2007

WHEREAS, the Friends of Moynihan Station is a coalition of citizens and civic leaders
convened by Regional Plan Association to advocate the construction of a grand new train
station complex on the site of the existing Penn Station/ Madison Square Garden, as well
as across Eighth Avenue in the Historic Farley Post Office Building; and

WHEREAS, the attached Statement of Principles has been adopted by coalition
members to guide the Friends’ advocacy for Moynihan Station; and

WHEREAS, the Statement of Principles has been reviewed and considered by this
Board’s Clinton/Hell’s Kitchen Land Use Committee, Chelsea Planning & Preservation
Committee and Landmarks Task Force, which have all recommended that this Board
endorse the Statement of Principles as an important starting point for coordinated
advocacy for Moynihan Station; and

WHEREAS, this Board recognizes the value of coordinated advocacy in a public project
as vast as the Expanded Moynihan Station Project, and wishes to participate in that
advocacy as long as it advances the positions of this Board; and

WHEREAS, little is yet known about many important aspects of the Expanded
Moynihan Station Project, including the size and shape of the new Moynihan Station
East, the changes to be made in the historic Farley Building to accommodate the new
Moynihan Station West and Madison Square Garden, and likely development scenarios
in the proposed Moynihan Station Subdistrict (we have many reservations about the
subdistrict and the proposed transfers of development rights) ; and

WHEREAS, though the respective positions of the Friends and this Board may evolve in
the future, perhaps differently, as more details of the project become known, the October
2007 Statement of Principles reflects a vision for the project that this Board shares;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Manhattan Community Board No. 4
applauds the Regional Plan Association for convening the Friends of Moynihan Station;
and

RESOLVED, that the Board endorses the October 2007 Statement of Principles of the
Friends of Moynihan Station.
Adopted December 5, 2007



Statement of Principles
— Summary —

October 2007

Regional Plan Association, Municipal Art Society, New York Landmarks Conservancy,
General Contractors Association, the Honorable Scott Stringer, the Honorable Richard
Gottfried, Partnership for New York City, 34™ Street Partnership, Transportation
Alternatives, American Planning Association New York Metro Chapter, New York State
Laborers, Permanent Citizens Advisory Committee ... and other Friends of Moynihan
Station believe that Moynihan Station is one of the most critical civic and infrastructure
projects planned for New York City this decade, and a key catalyst for the development
of the Far West Side.

We urge the City, the State and the transit agencies to make their project their highest
priority and give it the immediate attention and urgency it deserves.

In our advocacy for Moynihan Station, we will promote the following principles:

Give a strong voice to the public in the planning of the station.
Maintain ownership of Moynihan Station in public hands.
Create a grand work of civic architecture from Seventh Avenue to Ninth Avenue.
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Construct an exemplary new Moynihan Station East building with large public
spaces, natural light and dramatically improved public circulation and safety features.

0 Rehabilitate the Farley building in a way that qualifies the project for federal
historic preservation tax credits.

0 Ensure that arena and retail activities do not detract from the sense that the West
Train Hall is a separate, independent public space.

0 Build a great Moynihan Station District that knits together Midtown with the Far
West Side.

0 Make the Moynihan Station District a global model for climate-friendly
development.
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Regional Plan Association, Municipal Art Society, New York Landmarks Conservancy,
General Contractors Association, the Honorable Scott Stringer, the Honorable Richard
Gottfried, Partnership for New York City, 34™ Street Partnership, Transportation
Alternatives, American Planning Association New York Metro Chapter, New York State
Laborers, Permanent Citizens Advisory Committee ... and other Friends of Moynihan
Station believe that Moynihan Station is one of the most critical civic and infrastructure
projects planned for New York City this decade, and a key catalyst for the development
of the Far West Side. If properly executed, this project will transform Midtown
Manhattan from Herald Square to the Hudson River. Its significant transit improvements
will improve service and the traveling experience in the region in the northeast corridor.
We urge the City, the State and the transit agencies to make their project their highest
priority and give it the immediate attention and urgency it deserves.

In our advocacy for Moynihan Station, we will promote the following planning, design
and historic preservation principles:

Planning

0 Give a strong voice to the public in the planning of the station, as both the Farley
Building and Penn Station are publicly owned and the project will require substantial
public funding.

0 Maintain ownership of Moynihan Station in public hands. Empower the Moynihan
Station Development Corporation to oversee financing, design and operations. Create
a mechanism for ensuring that both Moynihan East and West are maintained and
operated, in perpetuity, to the level required at Grand Central Terminal.

0 Take advantage of the development rights that come with the station to build a
great Moynihan Station District that knits together Midtown with the Far West Side.
Ensure that development on each receiving site is of a scale consistent with the site’s
surroundings, and that provisions are made to upgrade the area’s infrastructure, as the
Theater Subdistrict Fund does.

0 Give priority to the transportation functions of the station in its planning and
design.

0 Maximize the project’s intermodality by promoting connections to multiple transit
services, airport access, taxis, walking and biking. Plan for a new transit connection
from Herald Square to the Hudson River.

0 Enhance the pedestrian environment throughout the Moynihan Station District, at
street level and below grade. Emphasize East-West connections, from Greeley Square
to the Far West Side and Hudson River. Connect Moynihan Station to the new ARC
station at 34™ Street. Create a below-grade pedestrian environment that rivals those of
Grand Central Terminal and Rockefeller Center.
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Minimize train service disruptions and surface impacts during the multi-phase
construction process.

Design

0]

Create a grand work of civic architecture using our historic legacy, as Senator
Moynihan envisioned. Design excellence and sustainability must guide all aspects of
the project, from Seventh Avenue to Ninth Avenue.

Construct an exemplary new Moynihan Station East building with large public
spaces, natural light and dramatically improved public circulation and safety features.

Promote economic vitality with a vibrant mix of retail in the station, giving
particular emphasis to independent businesses, as in Grand Central Terminal. Ensure
that retail complements and does not overwhelm the character of the train station.

Make the Train Hall in the Farley Building a space of great architectural
distinction, one that serves the needs of rail travelers. Ensure that arena and retail
activities do not detract from the sense that the Train Hall is a separate, independent
public space with a great sense of place and history.

Restrict signage in and around Moynihan East and West to primarily directional
and accessory signage. A limited amount of advertising is acceptable as long as it is
tastefully designed and managed, as it is in Grand Central Terminal. While Madison
Square Garden will require appropriate signage, its presence should not dominate or
overwhelm the Train Hall.

Activate the streetscapes on all sides of both buildings to draw pedestrians out to
Ninth Avenue and the Far West Side. The Seventh Avenue entrance, today so
underwhelming, should be inviting and have great presence.

Make the Moynihan Station District a global model for climate-friendly
development. Ensure that all new buildings in the area are designed to reduce carbon
production and incorporate state-of-the-art technology in green design.

Preservation
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Protect the integrity of the historic Farley Building, one of New York City’s most
significant landmark structures. Rehabilitate the structure in a way that qualifies the
project for federal historic preservation tax credits.

Design the proposed vertical addition atop the Farley Building annex for the new
Madison Square Garden arena to minimize its height, diminish its visibility from
Eighth Avenue, maximize its setback from the perimeter walls, and ensure it is
compatible with the landmark from which it will protrude.

Recognize the historic integrity of the Post Office Lobby and its value as a public
space. Maintain a postal presence in the lobby, and make sure that the broad front
steps continue to be the customary means of accessing the postal facility. Consult
with officials from the USPS, Moynihan Station Development Corporation, the City ,
the Venture and Madison Square Garden, as well as from members of the community,
to study if it is possible to share the space among postal and other uses.



0 Voluntarily submit the proposed design to the NYC Landmarks Preservation
Commission for its advisory review, so that the public may have an opportunity to
comment on the landmark issues
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